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Director’s Foreword

This exhibition and book inaugurate a new Triennial at the New Museum that

focuses on innovative contemporary art created by the newest voices all over the

world, “The Generational.” Our time is replete with international exhibitions tied

to cities, countries, or curators. “The Generational” is the only international show

of its kind in New York, the only one dedicated to an emerging generation.

This exhibition has been envisioned by the curatorial team of Lauren Cornell,

Massimiliano Gioni, and Laura Hoptman. They conceived not only a show, 

but also identified the beginning of a new network of artists, curators, and pro-

fessionals. The New Museum curators created a flexible structure for gathering

information about young artists everywhere by calling on more than 150 col-

leagues who submitted materials and names of artists born after 1975. Out of 

this wealth of information—a veritable census of the most interesting art being

produced today—they selected the work of fifty artists who are presented both in

the exhibition “Younger Than Jesus” and in this publication.

This exhibition and its accompanying catalogue are the first attempt to come

to terms with a generation that has already excited the curiosity of sociologists,

theorists, journalists, marketing experts, and intellectuals. Variously dubbed the

“Millennials,” “iGeneration,” “Generation Y,” and “Generation Me,” this group

has already revolutionized many aspects of our culture, both in the Western

world and in fast-growing demographic powers like China and India. At ease

with new technologies and new languages, this population—which has its begin-

nings around 1976—has had a tremendous impact on the way we acquire, distrib-

ute, produce, and consume information, knowledge, and culture. And yet no ex-

hibition and no art institution has yet attempted to identify the work of this

particular generation of artists.

At the New Museum, we believe in the need to face the most chal-

lenging creations of young artists. Keith Haring was twenty-two 7
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when he first exhibited at the New Museum; Jeff Koons was twenty-five;

Richard Prince thirty-one and Adrian Piper thirty-two. We have always champi-

oned the new, while expanding the global scope of our vision. And yet we do

not want to create empty hype or package a “hot young scene.” Instead we want

to understand, learn, support, and encourage a nascent group of artists. The

wealth of materials, texts, and essays collected in this book stand as a clear sign

of our commitment to capture and decipher the signals of a generation that is

discovering its own new voices. In fact, this exhibition and this book aim to

prove that generations are complex and nuanced social agents that cannot be re-

duced to a formula or a slogan. We want to understand what our future will look

like, but we also want to preserve its complexity and diversity.

This project, begun barely a year ago, has been a massive challenge that the

staff at the New Museum has embraced wholeheartedly. Massimiliano Gioni,

Director of Special Exhibitions, has led a team that includes Lauren Cornell,

Executive Director of Rhizome and Adjunct Curator at the New Museum, and

Laura Hoptman, Kraus Family Senior Curator. Jarrett Gregory, Curatorial Assis-

tant, has orchestrated the gathering of artists’ materials for the publication and

has coordinated the entire exhibition organization, working closely with Hen-

drik Gerrits, Exhibition Manager, Shari Zolla, Registrar, and John Hatfield,

Deputy Director. Gregory also coordinated a team of dedicated researchers 

including Anna Clifford, Martha Kirszenbaum, and Cloé Perrone, all of whom

also contributed to the realization of the exhibition. The anthology of texts 

that is the backbone of this publication was compiled by Brian Sholis with the 

collaboration of Chris Wiley, the exhibition curators, and Jarrett Gregory. 

The publication was edited by Sarah Valdez, Senior Editor, and its production

supervised by Karen Hansgen, Head of Publications. It would not have

been possible without the help of Karen Wong, Director of External8
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Affairs, the entire External Affairs department, and Regan Grusy, Director 

of Development.

I want to extend my deepest gratitude to the Andy Warhol Foundation for the

Visual Arts who provided an extraordinary grant to support this exhibition. A

special thank you also goes to our remarkable Friends of the Generational—a

group of passionate supporters who share an interest in supporting artists who

are shaping the next wave—co-chaired by Maja Hoffman and Dakis Joannou;

Steering Commitee Members Lonti Ebers and J. Bruce Flatt, Lorinda Ash Ezersky

and Peter Ezersky, Ken Kuchin, and Randy Slifka; and Friends Shelley Fox

Aarons and Phil Aarons, Hillary and Peter Hatch, Gael Neeson and Stefan Edlis,

Toby Devan Lewis, and Lisa Schiff. 

We also greatly appreciate the significant support of the Leadership Council

of the New Museum, the Fundación Almine y Bernard Ruiz-Picasso Para El

Arte, the Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation, the J. McSweeney and G. Mills Pub-

lications Fund, the Toby Devan Lewis Emerging Artists Exhibitions Fund, The

Robert Mapplethorpe Photography Fund, and the Trust for Mutual Understand-

ing. We are also grateful to the Cultural Services of the French Embassy in the

United States, the Mexican Cultural Institute of New York, and the office for

Contemporary Art Norway, who helped with artist travel and shipping.

The book would not have been possible without the partnership of Steidl, to

whom we owe our thanks, especially Gerhard Steidl, designers Sarah Winter

and Katharina Staal, Julia Braun, and Bernard Fischer.

Finally, the New Museum salutes all the contributors, authors, and all of the

participating artists for creating a book that we hope will serve as an introduc-

tion to the future of contemporary art.

Lisa Phillips   Toby Devan Lewis Director 9
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